MSCI M620 Teaching Observation 1
Instructions:  The purpose of this activity is for you to observe a class in your discipline and examine what teaching and learning styles are used in the class by the instructor and the interaction among the students and the instructor.  The steps are as follows:

· Identify an instructor who teaches a class in your discipline

· Arrange with the faculty member in advance to allow you to observe one class session that he/she is currently teaching.  Ask the faculty member to describe his or her teaching methods and philosophy of teaching.  Ask for a copy of the syllabus.  Also ask the instructor about any particular challenges he/she faces when teaching this class.
· Observe the class session and examine the interactions among instructor and students, and what teaching and learning styles are used. 
· Answer the questions listed on this form after you’ve observed the class.

1. What was the general nature of the course you observed (topic, size, level)?

2. Describe the instructor’s stated teaching methods and philosophy of teaching.

3. What are some challenges this instructor listed regarding this class?

4. What teaching methods did you observe in class?  Did they align with the instructor’s stated teaching methods?

5. What was the amount and quality of student participation?  Were students primarily passive or active?  What percentage of students were involved with the class?

6. What tactics did the instructor use to gain student attention?  For example, did the instructor use jokes, personal experiences, current items in the news, variation in voice, and if so, how often?  Were these tactics effective?

7. Did the instructor use any tactics to get students to process and elaborate on new items of knowledge?

8. How did the instructor handle some of the challenges he/she identified about teaching this class?  For example, if one challenge is the big size of the class, was there anything the instructor did while teaching to alleviate this challenge?

